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Abstract

The aim of this study is to examine futures studies research based on the
Causal Layered Analysis (CLA) method through a systematic review to provide
a clear picture of this field. The CLA method, as one of the prominent
approaches in futures studies, is known for its ability to deeply analyze
phenomena and its functionality in creating alternative futures. Numerous
studies across various domains have utilized this method. To identify relevant
research for review, databases including "Comprehensive Humanities Portal,"
"Scientific Information Database (SID)," and "Google Scholar" were searched
for the period from 2011 to 2023 (lranian calendar years 1390-1402) using
keywords such as "Causal Layered Analysis," "Layered Analysis," and "Causal
Analysis." For international studies, databases such as Semantic Scholar,
Emerald, ScienceDirect, and Google Scholar were searched from 2000 to 2023
using the keywords "CLA," "Causal Layered Analysis,” and "Layered
Analysis." This search resulted in the extraction of 173 works, including
articles, theses, and scientific reports. After screening these works based on the
criteria of "futures studies approach," "application of the CLA method," and
"publication in reputable journals,” 83 studies were selected. Key findings
include: a "strong emphasis on social themes in domestic research," "prevalence
of social, technological, and political themes in international research,"
"Australia, Finland, and Iran leading in the application of the CLA method,"
and "a significant number of international articles published in the journal
Futures."

Keywords: Futures studies, Causal layered analysis, Systematic review, Screening,
Social theme.
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1. Causal layered analysis: Poststructuralism as a method
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No Title Publication Year
A Causal Layered
Analysis of
Construction
b Journal of Futures
1 Labour
Studies 2022
Productivity in
Developing
Countries
Does When and
How Design
d Journal of Futures
2 Students Learn
Studies 2022
Causal Layered
Analysis Matter?
Unpacking Power
OCAD University-
Dynamics in
3 Canada- Thesis of
International 2021

Development: A

Master degree
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No

Title

Publication

Year

Causal Layered

Analysis

Deconstructing
organisational
politics: a causal

layered approach

Futures

2002

In occupied

territory: future.con

Futures

2002

The conscious
purpose of science
is control of nature;

its unconscious
effect is disruption

and chaos

Futures

2002

The litany of death:
a deep futures
critique of the

Australian Royal
Commission into
aboriginal deaths in

custody

Futures

2002

Is that a future we
want?: An
ecofeminist

exploration of
images of the future

in contemporary

Futures

2008
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/futures
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/futures
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/futures
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/futures
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/futures
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No Title Publication Year
film
Futures Narratives,
Possible Worlds,
Big Stories: Causal Sociological
9 2009
Layered Analysis Research Online
and the Problems of
Youth
Engineering, a
10 civilising Futures 2010
influence?
Forest Futures: A
Journal of Futures
11 Causal Layered 2010
Studies
Analysis
A Vision for
Mining and
Journal of Futures
12 Minerals: Applying 2011
Studies
Causal Layered
Analysis and Art
Forward Theatre
Journal of Futures
13 and Causal Layered 2012
Studies
Analysis
Our posthuman
futures and
14 education: Homo Futures 2012
Zappiens, Cyborgs,
and the New Adam
15 Social cultural Futures 2012
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No Title Publication Year
influences on
current and future
coastal governance
Unpacking Images
of China Using Journal of Futures
16 2012
Causal Layered Studies
Analysis
Using Causal
Layered Analysis
to Explore the
Journal of Futures
17 Relationship 2012
Studies
between Academics
and Administrators
in Universities
Meta-level Queensland
Terrorism Futures: University of
Constructing and Technology degree
18 of 2013
deconstructing
Doctor of
using Causal .
Philosophy
Layered Analysis
Demystifying the
Hawala System Journal of Futures
19 2014
Using Causal Studies
Layered Analysis
Using Causal
Journal of Futures
20 Layered Analysis 2014

to Understand the

Studies
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No

Title

Publication

Year

Alliance between
Social Workers
with Their
Professional

Association

21

Visions and

scenarios of

democratic
governance in Asia

2030

Futures

2014

22

Assessing emerging
issues. The external
and internal

approach

Futures

2015

23

Causal Layered
Analysis Game on
Neo-Carbon

Energy Scenarios

FINLAND
FUTURES
RESEARCH
CENTRE- Report

2015

24

Ebola: In search of

a new metaphor

Futures

2016

25

Futures Business
Models for an 10T
Enabled Healthcare
Sector: A Causal
Layered Analysis

Perspective

Journal of Business

Models

2016

26

Interpreting built

Futures

2016
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No

Title

Publication

Year

cityscape:
Deconstructing the
metaphorical
messages of

futuristic buildings

27

Policy metaphors:
From the
tuberculosis
crusade to the

obesity apocalypse

Futures

2016

28

Testing
transformative
energy scenarios
through causal
layered analysis

gaming

Technological
Forecasting and

Social Change

2016

29

The role of
metaphors in the
development of

technologies. The
case of the artificial

intelligence

Futures

2016

30

Causal Layered
Analysis of Good
Governance in

Islamic Utopia

The Quarterly
Journal of Political
Studies of Islamic

World

2017

31

Critical Futures of

Conference ON

2017
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No

Title

Publication

Year

Aging in Society -

Enabling Futures of

Intergenerational
Knowledge

Creation

“Futures of a
Complex World”-
Turku, Finland

32

Foresight in health
sciences using
Causal Layered

Analysis method

Med J Islam Repub

Iran

2017

33

A Causal Layered
Analysis of
Assistive
Technology for the
Cognitively
Impaired Elderly

Walden University-
PhD Dissertation

2018

34

A CAUSAL
LAYERED
ANALYSIS OF
SOUTH
AFRICA’S
READINESS FOR
THE FOURTH

INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION
TOWARDS 2035

IMESA Conference
- Port Elizabeth,
South Africa

2018

35

Creating a shared
narrative: the use of

causal layered

European Journal

of Futures Research

analysis to explore

2018
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Title

Publication

Year

value cocreation in
a novel service

ecosystem

36

How late-modern
nomads imagine
tomorrow? A
Causal Layered
Analysis practice to
explore the images
of the future of

young adults

Futures

2018

37

The application of
causal layered
analysis to
understand the
present conditions
and possible futures
of media and

politics in Iran

European Journal
of Futures

Research

2018

38

The futures of the
University of
Tehran using causal

layered analysis

Foresight

2018

39

Evaluating for the
past, present and
future: A values-

based evaluation of

Futures

2019




149

VET e @ osled i b 53ty s sredal aallad

No

Title

Publication

Year

an Aboriginal-led

remote Australia

project in rural and

40

capacity—artificial
intelligence
evolution through
causal layered

analysis

To augment human

Futures

2019

41

Asian Elephant
Futures: A Causal
Layered Analysis

with Gregory

Bateson in Mind

World Futures

Review

2020

42

Autonomous
Weapons Systems:
Using Causal

Layered Analysis

to Unpack AWS

Journal of Futures

Studies

2020

43

Digital swadeshi
and 3D printing
intellectual
property in India:
The multi-level
perspective, causal
layered analysis

and backcasting

Futures

2020

44

Future of business

European J. of

2020
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Title

Publication

Year

learning research: a
bibliometric and
causal layered

analysis

International

Management

45

Prospective
MADM and
Sensitivity Analysis
of the Experts
Based on Causal
Layered Analysis
(CLA)

E&M Economics

and Management,

2020

46

THE FUTURE OF
A
PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATION:

A CAUSAL
LAYERED
PERSPECTIVE

CQUniversity
Australia

PhD Dissertation

2020

47

THE FUTURES
OF SOCIAL
PRACTICES OF
INTERACTION
BETWEEN
HUMANS AND
VIRTUAL
DECEASED
INDIVIDUALS

A Causal Layered
Analysis of four

ideal types

Master’s Thesis in

Futures Studies

2020

48

A policy

Foresight

2021
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No Title Publication Year

prioritization
framework using
causal layered
analysis and
MCDM: case study
of Iran’s
environmental

policies

Exploring the
impact of
technological
disruptions in the
automotive retail:
Technological
A futures studies
49 Forecasting and 2021
and systems
Social Change
thinking approach
based on causal
layered analysis
and causal loop

diagram

Visioning for
cultural industries:
50 Futures 2021
CLA inspired

scenario method

Insights from
Journal of Futures
51 a Causal 2022
Studies
Layered
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Analysis of
"Isfahan
2040": A

Participatory
Foresight

Workshop

52

Investigating
'Habitus of
Technology’ as a
framework to better
understand
technologies of
learning: a causal
layered

analysis of two

perspectives

Institute of
Educational
Technology, The
Open University,
UK

PhD Dissertation

2022

53

Regenerative
urbanism: a causal

layered analysis

Foresight

2022

54

Rethinking the
brain drain: A
framework to
analyze the future
behavior of
complex socio-

economic systems

Futures

2022

55

Visions for 6G

Futures: a Causal

2022 Joint

European

2022
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No Title Publication Year
Layered Analysis Conference on
Networks and
Communications &
6G Summit
Exploring barriers
and pathways
towards Sarawak
56 Futures 2023
2030 skills
condition: A causal
layered analysis
Identity frame at
metaphor layer as
the driving force
57 for nuclear Futures 2023
strategy: The US
nuclear strategy
during the cold war
Terrorism in
Pakistan: Under the The Lighthouse
58 Framework of Journal of Social 2023
Causal Layered Sciences
Analysis
Wising up through
jazz and the
59 Futures 2023

metamorphosis of

perception
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